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A Revisit of the Time of Monk Xuanzang of the Tang Dynasty on
a Pilgrimage for Buddhist Scriptures : Focus on Rhyme Style
CHEN Yin-chi
( Depariment of Chinese, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433 , China)
Abstract; Monk Xuanzang of the Tang Dynasty on a Pilgrimage for Buddhist Scriptures is an important text in the evolution
of the story “Joumney to the West. ” The time of its background, has been frequently visited from novel history, linguistics
and so on. This paper briefly reviews the previous main points of view, mainly analyzes its rhyme text style—comparing with
Dunhuang Bianwen ( mutatis mutandis) narrative prose, storytelling and singing art in the Song Dynasty—and the religious
tendency revealed in the text, and suggests that such literary texts have multilayer historical features.
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